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 The work of the American artist Martha Rosler has long been marginalized in the art 
world. Only recently did her artistic practice receive appreciation in an array of disciplines, 
including art history, theater, architecture and urbanism, women’s studies and sociology. 
Through her photography, performance, video, installation, exhibition curation, and text, 
she continually explores historical contexts of various mediums and the process of their 
production and reception. In so doing, art has successfully bridged the disparate domains 
of representation and experience. This project focuses on three aspects of Rosler’s work 
from the 1970s to 1990s--documentary photography, food culture, and spatial politics, 
which epitomize her postmodernist aesthetic and leftist politics. To analyze the complex 
meanings of her work, this project will employ multiple methodologies and viewpoints, 
including formal analysis, feminism, institutional critique, media studies, and 
post-colonialism. To better understand Rosler’s contributions to post-conceptual art, this 
research will also consider issues such as the contexts and influences of photo-text 
installations and documentary films, the relationship between art and activism, the 
aesthetics of street photography and road movies. 
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